
Appropriate and Amenable ICT. 

Laying foundations for effective 

classroom computing.  
Bishop Douglass School, a specialist science college based in North 

London, adopted Ultra Thin Client technology as a keystone in their plan 

to extend and improve ICT access for its pupils. With the recent 

refurbishment of four additional classrooms, there is a strong feeling 

they have made the right investment for the future. 

źWhen we looked at different thin-

clients a few years previously we 
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change from our standard desktop 

PCs. Things have moved on 

considerably since then and we are 

now extremely pleased with our 

choice to bring Sun Ray into the 

classroom. Å 

Vijay Oza 

Senior Teacher for ICT Strategy 
 

The Situation 

With steadily growing numbers of 

pupils and a long term plan to improve 

the availability and quality of ICT, 

Bishop Douglass has been regenerating 

itself and its technology in a variety of  

ways since as far back as 2003. The 

Catholic faith school serves over 800 

pupils from a diverse range of ethnic 

and social backgrounds, with some 

making lengthy daily journeys from a 

handful of inner Londonôs poorest 

boroughs. 

With this in mind, there has been a real 

emphasis on making sure that children 

are presented with relevant and 

interesting subjects to help encourage 

constructive personal development. In 

part, this has involved offering a 

number of more specialist courses that 

traditionally would have fallen into the 

remit of further education colleges. 

Historically, the school found 

itself in a position, similar to 

that shared by many others, of 

having a computing network 

that struggled to keep up 

with accelerating change 

and increasing demand. 

Their major challenge 

was to choose a 

technology that would 

support their bid for 

specialist status and 

prove to be a tangible, 

effective, long-term 

solution. 

The Solution 

Before settling on a particular 

technology, the schoolôs ICT 

coordinators, comprised of teaching 

and technical staff, were desperate to 

find an economical way of 

introducing more computers into the 

school and in numbers sufficient to 

serve entire classes of up to 30 pupils. 

It was also important that by 

equipping a particular room, it would 

not prevent it being used for teaching 

other subjects. 
 

With these particular requirements as 

a starting point, Sun Ray 2 Ultra Thin 

Clients presented a remarkably 

elegant solution. One of the smallest 

devices of its kind on the market, it 

immediately took away problems 

associated with cluttering 

up space either on or off 

the desk.  
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