s working together withittle Heath School

How Ultra ThinClients in the
classroom turned an uphill struggle
Into a big leap forwards.

With over 1600 pupils and staff to support, technical resources at
Little Heath School were stretched to the limit. The infrastructure,
plagued by network problems, had evolved from only two ICT
rooms, (o a schoakide network including over 600 PCs.

ﬂkngroup have not on/ybrought The Situation Pupils were also experiencing a huge
Many schools are faced with gap between the performance they had

us excellent technical advice, fundamental challenges around how ~ come to expect from their home PCs

.. , . they meet increasing levels of demand and the school systems they used for
support and expertise in putting in to provide better access to ICT. Little ~ learning. The software installed on

place a new infrastructur@hey  Heath School, a Reading secondary  their ageing computers was mostly out
. with specialist status in Science and  of date, with machines running a
have brought enthusiasm and wmathematics, is no exception and they combination of Windows 95 and

. . i Office 97 until recently.
interest in what we want to use have been keen to address this through y
the use of costffective, new

camputers fOl,', Educationf technology. As Head of e_earning at Litt_Ie _Heath,
Ed Podesta has been heavily involved

Ed Podesta A real problem existed for the school N developingﬁtrategyi forki]ntegrating_
: when it came to measuring up against |CT as a teaching tool. When summing
7;7dgf%;zn;7g/ government deaning initiatives. Large  UP the experiences of his colleagues he
fiie i7eain Schoo; parts of the campus suffered from slow outlined the importance of technology

or unreliable connectivity and teachers in day to day activity but went on to
using resources from the internet, say that" WKH XQUHOLDELOLW\ DQG

quickly became so frustrated that ICT  restrictions meant that teachers were
based lessons were often abandoned. UDSLGO\ EHFRPLQJ GLVLOOXVLR



